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PARIS, September 1 (1:35
<!>l:ed If the l'nite'1 State" en
would leave Taris in the "'.nt
invo^-ment of the cit> by i ('-e
Myron T. Herrlek, the Am'tlet .

bassarior said:
"The American cmharn.< v. II .1

hero. My government o' ore I ?. ''i.
choice «.f returninK to the l't tod ie-
or renialnlnp: here. I clu s> 'o r«n!nb
bocause many American- v ;><. h« r'-
>vho will need not only ny ppci but
my protection."
When renilntled of the dlr'culty that

ittached to and the daiigeri Involve i
n dlBiinsT'ilsliltiK Americans 'rom K kHh. Mr. Merrick said:

'('.rhaps there will bo danger, I tit,
ir all, we have only one life to give,how botior can a ' fe bo given than
ne faithful dlnchai > of one's duty?"he United States ulsor Tonnensep
Mr. Herrlck'a re^ t" expectv i tc

.rive at Havre to y. there to hellield in readiness fot u»- us a ferry e-fij.'ween Havre and Falmouth, Ki,gland,^for laklng Ameilcnns out of tho dan¬
ger zone.
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REICH NO AGREEMENT '

IN NEWPORT NEWS MSEj
Members «tf State Hoard of Kducatlon

.\< 1 joti rn Without Klerlint;
District Superintendent.

KLKCTIOXS AT NIGHT SKSSION

Oniccs at Franklin ami Itrlstol
l-llled.Action Also Taken In Pe¬
tersburg Case..Name Committee
to Distribute Fund of S2lH),()t)o.

With .nil of the eifiht members pres¬
ent, the Ptat>- Hi-ard of l'ducntlon failed
last ni^ht to iiitrrc upon a district su¬

perintendent of schools for Newport
News to succeed Willis A. Jenkins. re

signed hut elected a now superintend¬
ent for the district <>f Franklin and
supplied I lie siiperlntendcncy at Rris-
tol for ihc next full term.
The board assembled shortly before

noon. It whs past 11 o'clock at nlpht
when adjournment was ordered, the
date of the. next meeting' to he agreed
upon later.
The elections were held at the nlnht

session. W. I' Iturker was fleeted su-
perintendent of the Franklin District
to succeed H. D. Dillard, resigned. He
wa.« opposed by four candidates.Mai-
colm I'eters, S. A. McDonald, II. C.
1'rilliman and Captain A. \V. U Dale
Frr/.IVATIUCK KMOCTKn

hijah of nttiSTOi- scikioi.s
F. I>. Fltzpatrlck, who has been act-

ing as superintendent of schools at
Hrlstol for the last year, was elected
for the term ending' June 20. 1117. lie
was the unanimous choice of the board
and bad no opposition. When he was
appointed to the superintendoncy last
year, the board was actlnK under ar.
opinion rendered by the former At-
tornoy-General to the effect that only
a resident of the district could be
lesrally elected superintendent of
schools. Attorney-General Pollard,
however, construed the law differently,
holding thnt the board has power to
choose a superintendent from outside
the district In which the .vacancy Is to
be supplied.
The board also took action in the

Petersburg case, where the supcrin-
tendent of schools has resigned be-
cause his wife Is In ill health, and he
contemplates moving out of the State
temporarily. It was decided to retain
the superintendent. If possible, per¬
mitting him to absent himself for a
year. Accordingly, Superintendent oi
Public Instruction It. (J. Stenrnes was
Instructed to appoint a substitute foi
the Petersburg schools for that period.
WllJi IfA VK COM >1 rrt'KK TO

IHSTHinrTK 8200,000 KIM)
The board adopted a resolution au¬

thorizing Superintendent Stenrnes to
appoint a committee to formulate a
plan for distributing the fund of ?200.-
000 appropriated by the last Legisla¬
ture to be expended in providing bet¬
ter educational facilities for the re¬
motely situated country districts of tho
State. This money will be expended
chiefly on tho one-room nnd two-room
schools.

It Is probable that the board will not
meet again until November. No Inti¬
mation of tho time for tho next moet-
Ing. however, was given last night.
The failure of the board to take ac¬

tion In the Newport News contest was

(Continued On Sixth Page.)
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IMPOLITIC AT THIS TIME
TO DISCUSS PHILIPPINES

Minority Report Is Unfavorable to
Consideration of Pending Meas¬

ure in House.

CONDITIONS TOO DISTURBED

Seizure by Japan of All Germany's
Pacific Possessions, it Is Declared,
Would Cause No Surprise.U. S.
\\ arned of Danger.

WASHINGTON, August 31,."The na¬

tions Involved In the Par Eastern
struggle lime many Interests and ter¬
ritorial possessions in close proximity
to the Philippines, nrul to discuss the
disposition of the Philippines at this
time would be Impolitic and cxtremelj
unwise," declared a minority report of
the House Insular Affairs Committee
to'-day, on the pending Philippine in¬
dependence bill.
The report, signed by the Republi¬

cans of the committee, declares Japan
¦ night seize all of Germany's Pacific
possessions.
"A distinguished Japanese," said the

report, "once observed that the Philip¬
pine Archipelago is but a continuation
of their own. Territorially, we are In
close relations with Japan, one of the
nations now at war."

"Still closer are our territorial rela¬
tions with Germany. The Samoa" l*'
lands in the South Pacific are divided
between Kngland, Germany! and the
L'nlteci States.
"Hawaii, with 101,000 population, has

F0.000 Japanese and only lO.nOO Ameri¬
cans. This group of Islands, In the
centre of tho Pacific, probably Is the
most desirable strategic point In tho
world. ,

SKI/.IHE nv JAPAN WOUI.l)
NOT CAI'SK Srni'ItlSK

"It Is true Japan has stated that her
offensive operations would be confined
to Klauchau, but why should they,
from Japan's point of view? If, an¬
gered by stubborn resistance, severe
losses and pressed by an already
aroused war spirit among her people,
.lapnn should seize all of Germany's
Pacific possesslc ns, no one would be
sur»u ised.
"T o enter on debate In which all our

ivl<,lions and Interests in t.io Pacific
would be dis^.ifsed and o tr rights in
the Philippines, Hawaii, Samoa and
Guam challenged, wuhl hie to encourage
disregard to our Interests and lead na-
tlor.s with opposing Interests to be-
lieve that the United States would
ko far in defense of possessions so

ligl.tly regarded by tlioso In control
of this government. To make the
Wur* 1 believe we are anxious to ro!

'rid of tho Philippines is t.> Invito ag¬
gression, which would mean war.''
The report was signed by Represent¬

atives Towner, Iowa; Miller, Minuo-
sot a; Pess, Ohio; Voting, North l»a-
kota; Peters, Maine, and Krear, of Wla-

Jconsln, who advocated Imme.liato.leg¬
islation to meet commercial emergency
needs In the Philippines.
NO OPPOSITION TO

40NSBHVATIVI3 KKATI'llKS
The report declares that Ihe minority

Jo not object to the conservative fea¬
tures of the Jones bill, which provides
for recognition of Philipplno Indepen-
den 'o when the Filipinos are ablo to

(Continued on aecond Page.)

VERA CRUZ PORT CLOSED
By ORDER OF CARR1ZA

I-'iiiimoii Transmits Long Kt'port on

(.'(implicit! Ions That May
Kesult.

orrrri.XLS not disti khkd

1'iiil t<» Share IHsposIl lun to Kcgnitl
Attitude as Olio of HpsontniPiM
Against Continued Occupancy l>y
American Troops^
WAS11 IN' >TOM, August .1I Provi¬

sional President Carranza has ordered
thr port of Vera Cru* closed. accord-
Inn to ofllri.il advices to the American
government. 'ieneral Kunstofi trans¬
mitted a I -up report on the complica¬
tions 1:i< h might result, but State T>e-
partment officials were not Inclined to

regard I* ;,u nn unfriendly action.
During <' ltuerta Vera Cruz
was similarlj closed, but forel»::i ves¬

sels pnbi little attention to the order.
. "nrranza's decree would prevent

Mexican ships from putting In at Vera
«'ruz, <1. it" enforced In an unfriendly
way, n; i_-111 exact heavy penalties from
foreign vessels entering any other
.Mexican port after they touched ;it
Vera <'ni7. General Fnnston called at-
tention to the possibility that foreign
shipowners desiring not to Incur the
displeasure of the Carranza administra-
lion, might hesitate to .send cargoes
to \,cra Cruz, diminishing the food
supply of the city.

In some quarters there was a dis¬
position to regard Carra nza's nttltude
as one of resentment against the con¬
tinued occupancy of Vera Cruz by
American troops, but Slate Department
otlicials did not share this view. An
Interruption in railway tralllc between
\'cra Cruz and Mexico City recently
occcurred, but as soon as General
I-'unston announced he would keep nil
rolling stock in Vera Cruz until traffic
was resumed, the Mexican authorities
explained that they were using the
trains to transport troops and Imme¬
diately adjusted the sehediMes.

Paul Fuller, personal representative
of President Wilson, Is duo In Mexico
City to-morrow to discuss with the
government there questions relating to
the American occupancy of Vera Cruz,
as well as differences between Car-!
ranza and. Villa. Although administra-jHon officials have not announced their
position In nny formal way, it Is gen¬
erally understood that recognition will
bo withheld until a complete agree-]
ment between the two chieftains bus
been readied, and arrangements made
for a constitutional election.

OPEN TO NEUTRAL STUDENTS
Only Nnttonnl* of llrlllgrrriitM Marred

from lirrmnn t'nl ver*ltle*.
WASHINGTON. August 31..Ambas¬

sador Gerard to-day notified tho State
liepartmerit that the German univer¬
sities would bo open to citizens of neu¬
tral countries, but that nationals of
helligorents would bo refus^Bkntranee,according to a ruling o(^^^<ruiangovernment. A great nii^^^^Kvnicr-lean students now in t^^^^^^^&xpectto enroll when the
niilum n.
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RESERVISTS REMOVED
FROM NEUTRftL VESSELS

American l.lners Forced to Surren¬
der (teminns hik! Austrlans on

Wny to AVar.

IIAl.TKD in BRITISH WORSHIPS

Stale Depart nient Officials I In Sot
Regard Incident as 1'nusiiiil. I'ro-
\l«Ic<l it Takes Place Within Three-
Mile Limit.

IIONOI.L'M*. August 31..The AiutI-
ran liners Manchuria and China, of the
Pacific Mall Steamship Company's
Oriental fleet, were halted by Urltish
warships off Hongkong, and forced to
surrender sixty German' and Austrian
reservists hound for the Kuropean war

from the Philippines. Tills was the
news brought by Captain Thompson and
Purser Danders; of the Chlnn. which
arrived here to-day hound for Sail
Km nclsco.
According to officers of the Chinn, the

Germans and Austrlans before start
1 ng on thflr journey, asked for and re¬
ceived assurances from Washington
that they could not he molested on nn
American registered vessel. Then they
took passage for San Francisco, via
Hongkong, Shanghai, Nngaski and
Honolulu.
On arrDIng nt UnnRkonp, the ves¬

sels were halted by ships of the British
fleet, the passengers wore summoned
for Inspection and'requlred to Rive their
nationality at the call of the purser's
roll. Those who appeared to be Ger¬
mans or Austrlans and could not prove
otherwise were taken to Stone Cutter's
Island for detention. Two Germans
aboard the China claimed Swiss citizen¬
ship and were not held. All the Ger¬
man residents of Hongkong have been
Ill-Id, Captain Thompson reports.
Manila newspapers of August 8, nr-

rlvlng here, confirm the captain's story.
IXt'IDKXT IS NOT

1 itr,<i.titi)i:i) as rxt'si Aii
WASHINGTON. AUKUst 30..State l)o-

partmont officials did not regard ns un-
usual the reported removal of German
and Austrian reservists from American
ships off Hongkong, provided the In¬cident occurred within the three-mile
limit of the Hritlsh port. Inasmuch as
Hongkong Is under British Jurlsdic-tlon, her warships could arrest the
nationals of any bolllgerent within
territorial waters.
What might he the opinion of the

American government If the reservists
wero taken from American vessels on

,111c high seas is undetermined. State
Department officials said to-night no
complaint of that character had been
placed before them. The right of
search for contraband cargoes on the
high seas Is accorded by all nations
to belligerent shlpa; but the right to
take a passenger from a neutral ship
on the high seas long has been In
dispute, ami no official of the depart¬
ment was willing to express an opinion.

Ou(dln(nneef» Cruiser.
KAN FRANCISCO, CAL. August ,11..iTlio Japanese liner Chlyo Marti, which

arrived here to-day, reports that on
the night of August 20 sho was chased
tor four hours by a German cruiser,
bnl escaped by crowding on all speed,

j The cruiser appeared about S.;:o i\ M..
jnnd threw her searchlight |On the Chlyo.

{.Continued on Sccuml Pago.)
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HE NATIONS AT 1R
JOIN IN PROTEST TO II. S.

Great Britain, France and Russia Ob¬
ject to Purchase nf Ships From

Belligerent Countries.

Til Kilt POSITION' MADK CLKAIl

Find \« Precedent In International
I .aw for Such Transact ion, and
Hold It Tantamount to Furnishing
Large Loan to Oerniany.
WASHINGTON. A n mist 31..Great

Britain, Franca and Itussla have ad¬
vised the United States Informally that
they wnulil look with disfavor on the
purchase by this government of Ger¬
man merchant steamers lo relievo con¬

ditions growing out of the Muropenn
war. and also to build up an American
merchant murine. While not convoytMl
In any diplomatic correspondence, their
position ne\ertheless lias heen vlgor-i ously set forth to 1'resldcnt Wilson and
Secretary Bryan.
Franco took the initiative. Ambassa¬

dor .lusserand carrying his objections
to President Wilton 111 Ills recent In-
tervlcw at the White House. Coord*
BahkmetetY, the Russian ambassador.
conferred with the British and French
ambassadors to-day, and later saw Sec¬
retary Bryan. All three diplomats held
that there was no precedent in Intor-
national law for the purchase by a neu-
tral nation of any great quantity of
ships from a belligerent. The chief
objection urged Is that the transac¬
tion would establish a largo gold
credit in tiio hands of Germany.
The diplomats point out that the Ger-

man steamship companies aro closely) alliliated with the German government,
and to buy their ships, now marooned
In American ports, would bo taiua-
mount to furnishing Germany with a
lai'KO loan. Should the American gov-
ernment, however, distribute its pur-
chase of ships equally among tlio bel¬
ligerent nations they do not believe
there would be objection from any
quarter.

S C'OXSIUKRAHI.K DIITICt I.TV
A1.1KIST CKItTAIV TO ANISE

Considerable dlfllculty would arise,
[however. It Is asserted, If, for Instance,
the crew of a German vessel purchased
l>> the United States were maintained-
on It, an the ICngllsh and French gova
ernments would not allow the national

j of any belligerent to land from neutrfl
ships at their ports, ^

Aside from the question of posslblo
financial aid to Germany and compli¬
cations over tlo« crews <>f th-< vessels,
the Kuropean diplomats who aro op-
posed to the plan believe dlfllcultlea

i would arise with reference to the car¬
goes of the American ships. The
British effort in the present war has
been to sweep tlrrmnn commerce from
the seas, and they look upon any means
to supply food to Germany or Austria
as an unneutral act.

Administration ofllcials here have de¬
clared that the new ships would carryonly articles which worn specifically
defined as not contraband of war, but
It Is tho belief of the diplomats that

(Continued on Second Page)
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LONDON, AiiRUst 31 (4:4;
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The Austrian Invasion <>f Itil
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Russians are In Koenlgsberg.

If silence means that there,lug doing. Sir John FrenHlj
ment on Sunday that the
not been molested since,
still holds good. Notlillj
by ihe public ir^^oridoj
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